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Summary 

 Mattavilāsaprahasana is a single-act comedy composed by the Pallava king Mahendra 

Vikrama Varma (6
th
 – 7

th
 century CE), set in the streets of Kāñcīpura. Its plot revolves around 

the uncouth and hypocritical interactions between a kāpālika (a ritualistic person carrying a 

human skull), Buddhist monk, and other rather less-cultured characters. This is an attempt to 

study the prahasana (comedy) from the perspective of a few aspects of sāhitya śāstra (rules for 

literary works). The elements of plot and analysis of characters were dealt with in part one. The 

second part discusses rasa (sentiment), aucitya (decorum), alaṅkāras (poetic embellishments), 

and possible influence of the vernacular. The Part-1 of the three-part series has been published in 

the Veda VaNee, 2(2): 13 – 22, 2024.  
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நாசமாகப் ப ா

 

அப் டியென்றால் க ாலத்திற்யகாரு

கும்பிடு

 

வாயெ
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அயைத்துவிடுவான்

 

                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhFBbqHpypErQ6jeuYfjtzaoDNCeVLqUB
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhFBbqHpypErQ6jeuYfjtzaoDNCeVLqUB
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhFBbqHpypErQ6jeuYfjtzaoDNCeVLqUB
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