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Abstract 

Srimad Ramayana is one of the Ithihasas (History, as it happened) of the Sananta 

Dharma. It is written by Adi Kavi (first poet) Maharshi Valmiki. Srimad Ramayana narrates the 

story of Lord Rama (the walk of Rama), the great king with excellent personal qualities, great 

ruler, and good to everyone. In this epic, we find Ravana a powerful demon that Rama must 

confront and fight in a battle and ultimately conquer him. Ravana‟s brother Kumbhakarna is 

generally known for his huge size, relentless slumber, and sloth like nature. Poet Valmiki depicts 

the knowledge and wisdom of Kumbhakarna, through a set of sixteen verses found in the chapter 

Yuddha Kanda in Ramayana. Through these verses Kumbhakarna explains Raja Neethi or roles 

and responsibilities of a king prior to engaging in any battle. In short, it is a brilliant exposition 

of a short list of guidelines suitable for anyone in leadership, administration or seeking political 

power! The Sanskrit verses from Maharshi Valmiki Srimad Ramayana are presented together 

with translation in Telugu and English.

 
Introduction 

To set the context for all readers, here's 

a brief recap of the story of Ramayana:  

King Dasaratha had four sons, Rama 

being the eldest. When Dasaratha was about to 

coronate Rama as the next King, his second 

wife Kaikeyi wanted her son Bharatha to 

become the king and asked Rama to live in the 

forest for fourteen years. She demanded these 

two actions to fulfil two promises given to her 

earlier by King Dasaratha. Rama honoured his 

father‟s promise and travelled to the forest 

with his wife Sita and brother Laxmana. While 

living in the forest Rama supported many 

saints and protected them against the 

rakshasas (demons) who were disturbing their 

prayers and worship services (Yaga). At the 

end of his life in the forest, Rama is forced to 

confront Ravana, a powerful demon, a 

rakshasa king. Though learned and mighty, 

this powerful king of Lanka, failing in his 

moral compass, had abducted Sita through 

devious means.  

Ravana lost many of his warriors in the 

fierce battle with Rama. He was at the brink of 

defeat. At this moment of crisis, Ravana is 

compelled to seek help from his brother 

Kumbhakarna to go to war and win over Rama 

and Lakshmana. Kumbhakarna was a learned 

soul, though he is better known for his huge 

body, large appetite, and relentless slumber! 

He was blessed by Lord Brahma to sleep for 

six months and remain awake for the balance 

of six months in a year.   

The details of the efforts by king 

Ravana to wake-up Kumbhakarna are 
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explained in detail by Valmiki Maharshi in 

Yuddakanda, 60
th

 Sarga. It was the 9
th

 day of 

his sleep. The rakshasas, on the orders of 

Ravana went to Kumbhakarna to wake him up. 

The rakshasas kept piles of food and drinks in 

eyesight, so that Kumbhakarna can be enticed 

to come alive as he wakes up.  Over thousand 

rakshasas tried in vain in different ways to 

wake him. At the end they guided one 

thousand elephants to parade on his body. 

Kumbhakarna felt that crawlers were moving 

on his body! With all other noises added, 

Kumbhakarna finally woke up!  

Immediately upon waking up 

Kumbhakarna asked, “Is the King safe? Hope 

he is in no trouble?” On hearing the details 

that an army of Vanaras (forest dwellers) and 

two human beings Rama and Lakshmana have 

succeeded to bring Ravana to the brink of 

defeat, Kumbhakarna said, “I will go and kill 

all of them after seeking permission from the 

King”.  

Kumbhakarna meets with Ravana, and 

asks what the king wants him to do? Ravana 

explains that Vanaras with Sugriva as their 

leader along with Rama and Lakshmana have 

crossed the sea and have killed many 

rakshasas, and he sees a fear from Vanaras 

and Rama and Lakshmana. Ravana praised 

Kumbhakarna for his strengths and his 

affection for Lanka. Then Ravana asked him to 

go to the battle and kill all Vanaras and Rama 

and Lakshmana. 

While he commits that he will do what 

Ravana wants him to do, in an ill-fated war in 

which he would eventually die, Kumbhakarna 

takes the time to explain that all this has 

happened due to wrong deeds and immoral 

acts of Ravana by stealing Sita without 

thinking ahead, on possible complications and 

impacts. He goes on to explain how a good 

king should behave. 

 ।। 6.63.5 

।। 
 ।।                             

                          

                          . 

Those who are mighty prefer to engage in 

action at short notice, without reflection. They 

are likely to choose wrong or inappropriate 

actions. 

 

 ।। 6.63.6 

।। 
 ।।                          

                             

                   . 

Actions performed without regard for time and 

place will be disastrous, just as the oblations 

offered into fire without consecration, gets 

wasted. 

 

 ।। 6.63.7।। 

 ।।                        

            ఐ            

                             . 



Veda Samskruti Samiti  vEda vaaNee - ISSN 2583-9020 Volume 2, Issue 2, July 2024 
 

69 

 

 ।।                           

                           

                       .        

                            

       .                      

                      

             .              

                              

                                 

        . 

One who seeks counsel with ministers and 

considers the five aspects and threefold duties 

move in the right path of action.  

Five aspects of action are: the method of 

initiating action, material to be worked upon, 

time and place of action, provision against 

failure or exit strategy and the chances of 

success.  

Threefold duty with reference to enemies are: 

Sama (Persuasion), Dhaana (Incentive), and 

Bedha (Discrimination). 

 

 ।। 6.63.8 

।। 
 ।।                             

         .                 

                         . 

The king who performs his duty in time, in 

accordance with scriptures and the justice and 

thinking intelligently with his ministers in 

advance, understands the situation rightly. 

 

 ।। 6.63.9 

।। 
 ।।      !               

                                

                                

                           . 

O Rakshasa king! A man should pursue his 

Dharma (duty), Artha (worldly gain), Kama 

(sensual pleasures) all the three combined, or 

at least any two in the proper time (as laid 

down in the scriptures). 

 

 ।। 6.63.10 

।। 
 ।।                         

                                

                 . 

A king should know which time is important 

for emphasis on Dharma, Artha and Kama. If 

he does not realise the importance of time for 

each of these, his learning is a waste. 

6.63.11
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 ।। 
6.63.12 ।। 
 ।।                      

                       

                       

                         

                             

         .   

You are the foremost of the Rakshasas! After 

discussing with ministers and their counsel, a 

king either by Dhana (enticement) or Sama 

(persuasion) or Bedha (discrimination) or 

resorting to all of them at the appropriate time 

and then takes resort to pursue virtue, wealth, 

or sensual pleasures at the right time, never 

meets with sorrow. 

 

 ।। 
6.63.13 ।। 
 ।।                         

                                  

                        . 

That king who knows the reality of things and 

makes decisions in consultation with his 

ministers, who earn their living for their 

intelligence, will live happily. 

 

The following verses describe the qualities 

required of ministers, who provide counsel: 

।। 
6.63.14 ।। 
 ।।                          

                             

                        

       .   

People whose intelligence is no better than that 

of animals, who have been included to express 

their views, who do not know the meaning of 

shastras (Scriptures) express their views only 

out of their vanity. 

 

 ।। 
6.63.15 ।। 
 ।।                              

ఐ                             

          . 

Those who have no knowledge of shastras 

(Scriptures and their rules), and are ignorant of 

the science of wealth and are themselves 

desirous of huge wealth - their advice ought 

not to be followed. 

 

6.63.16 ।। 

 ।।                         
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                      .        

             . 

Those who render advice, which is 

unwholesome but in attractive framework out 

of their presumptions, should be kept away 

from discussion by examining them early on, 

as they mar the purpose. 

 

।। 
6.63.17 ।। 

 ।।                            

                         

               . 

Some ministers in order to ruin the king, 

collude with enemies and force the king into 

wrong actions. 

 

।। 
6.63.18 ।। 
 ।।                         

                           

                      

                        

        . 

A ruler should know those ministers who are 

bribed by the enemy, who have become close 

to the enemy and appear as friends. Those 

ministers must be known through their 

behaviour in the deliberations. 

 

The following are concluding verses from 

Kumbhakarna to Ravana: 

 ।। 
6.63.19 ।। 
 ।।                          

                            

                                

                       

        . 

Enemies find out the weakness of the king 

who is unsteady and in rush for their actions 

without contemplation. 

 

।। 
6.63.20 ।। 
 ।।                         

                      .    

                . 

Knowing fully the actions of the enemy, one 

who does not protect himself, suffers failure 

and reversals and is also dragged down from 

his position of power and strength. 
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