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Summary 

 Mattavilāsaprahasana is a single-act comedy play composed by the Pallava king 

Mahendra Vikrama Varman (6
th

 – 7
th

 century CE), set in the streets of Kāncīpura. Its plot 

revolves around the uncouth and hypocritical interactions between a kāpālika, Buddhist monk, 

and other characters. This is an attempt to study the prahasana from the perspective of a few 

aspects of sāhitya śāstra. The elements of plot and analysis of characters, were dealt with in part 

one. Rasa (the essence or soul of the play), aucitya (propriety), alaṅkāra (poetic embellishments), 

and possible influence of the vernacular were discussed in part two. This third and last part looks 

at the poetic meters used, the poet‘s observations on fragments of ‗less cultured‘ segments of the 

society during his time, and their way of life and the reflection of the poet‘s scholarship in 

various other branches of knowledge. The Part-1 & 2 of the three-part series was published in the 

vEda vaNee, Volume 2, 1 & 2 issues, respectively.  
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 
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களவு காண்டற் குரி஬நூலைக் கரவடசாத்திர

மென்பர் தக்க ஬ாகப்ப஭ணி உல஭஬ாசிரி஬ர் இந்நூல்

தந்தி஭ க஭ணம஫ன்றும் ஸ்தத஬ சாஸ்தி஭ம஫ன்றும்

வழங்கப்படும் இலதனச் மசய்தவர் கர்ணீஸுத-

ம஭ன்பவர்

 
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